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Theme Community Meeting Notes 

October 1, 2019 (1-2:30 PM ET) 

Attendees 
FGDC Staff 

Name Agency Role(s) 
 

Name Agency Role(s) 
 

Lorna Schmid USGS FGDC OS ✓ James Irvine USGS FGDC OS-CS ✓ 

John Mahoney USGS FGDC OS  Robin Hoban USGS FGDC OS-CS ✓ 

 

Theme Community 

Theme Name Agency Role(s) Addition or Proxy 
 

Address Lynda Liptrap 
Census 

Bureau 
TL  ✓ 

Address Steve Lewis DOT TL Derald Dudley ✓ 

Biodiversity and Ecosystems Marcia McNiff USGS TL  ✓ 

Cadastre Dominica VanKoten BLM TL 
Janet Wilkins 
Ron Salz 

✓ 

Climate and Weather Kari Sheets NOAA TL   

Cultural Resources Deidre McCarthy NPS TL  ✓ 

Elevation Ashley Chappell Hill NOAA TL  ✓ 

Elevation Diane Eldridge USGS TL   

Geodetic Control Daniel Roman NOAA TL Brian Shaw ✓ 

Geology Paul Godfriaux BOEM TL   

Geology Dave Soller USGS TL   

Governmental Units 
Dierdre Bevington-

Attardi 

Census 

Bureau 
TL Lynda Liptrap ✓ 

Imagery Greg Snyder USGS TL Tom Duke ✓ 

Imagery John Mootz USDA TL David Davis ✓ 

Land Use - Land Cover Greg Reams USFS TL Lisa McBride ✓ 

Land Use - Land Cover Brad Reed USGS TL John Hutchinson ✓ 

Real Property Valerie Butler GSA TL  ✓ 

Soils Drew Kinney USDA TL  ✓ 

Transportation Derald Dudley  DOT TL Samantha Lubkin ✓ 

Utilities - Offshore Jeff Harris BSEE TL   

Utilities - Terrestrial TBD     

Water - Inland Megan Lang FWS TL  ✓ 

Water - Inland Rebecca Anderson USGS TL  ✓ 

Water - Oceans and Coasts Patrick Keown NOAA TL Mimi D’lorio ✓ 
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Other Attendees 

Matt McCready (Census Bureau), Gita Urban-Mathieux (USGS), Lisa Delmonico (USFS) 

 

Agenda 

❖ Roll Call – Theme Representatives 

❖ Theme Report Status 

❖ Federal Data Strategy Update 

❖ A–16 Update 

❖ Understanding and Improving Metadata Publishing Workflows:   

         Data.gov, GeoPlatform.gov and NGDA Portfolio Metadata Test  

❖ NGDA Inventory & POC Updates  

❖ Action Item Review 

❖ 2019 Meeting Schedule  

❖ Open Discussion 
 

Summary of New Actions 

Responsible Party Description 

Lorna Schmid 
Reach out to the GeoPlatform team to request specifications for NGDA maps 

to be published on Theme pages.  

Theme Leads 
Review Theme Community pages and inform the GeoPlatform Service Desk 

(servicedesk@geoplatfom.gov) of any errors or issues.  

 

Detailed Table of All Actions 

In Progress Actions 
Responsible 
Party(ies) 

Description Action or Result 

FY19 Theme 
Implementation 
Plans 
 

Theme Leads Update Theme Implementation 

Plans (TIP) with activities and 

actions undertaken in FY19 

** Due October 31, 2019 ** 

Action: Update Theme 

Implementation Plans for FY19.  

 

Email the NGDATeam@fgdc.gov 

if you need assistance or a Word 

version of the final FY18 TIP.  

GeoPlatform Theme 

feature maps  

 

Theme Leads Any Themes that would like to 
make suggestions for featured 
maps on their GeoPlatform 
Theme pages, or the main 
geoplatform.gov page, please 
reach out to the GeoPlatform 
Technical Team.  
 
 

Action: Review Theme 
Community pages and report any 
errors or issues with content.  
 
Ongoing: Theme Leads provide 
input to the GeoPlatform 
Technical Team for Theme page 
feature maps. Email the 
GeoPlatform Service Desk  
servicedesk@geoplatform.gov 
with any recommendations, 
requests, or to obtain more 
information (Note: the NGDA 
Team is copied on those emails). 
  

mailto:servicedesk@geoplatfom.gov
mailto:NGDATeam@fgdc.gov
mailto:servicedesk@geoplatform.gov
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NGDA Metadata 
Improvement 
Initiative –  
 
Transformation 
Process Testing 
 

Theme Leads, 
Dataset 
Managers, 
Metadata 
Managers, and 
the NGDA 
Team 

Testing of example metadata 
records will begin soon to see 
what the transformation from the 
agency source record into 
data.gov and then into 
geoplatform.gov does to the 
content – including what is being 
changed or possibly lost. The 
NGDA Team has selected about 
20 representative datasets, but 
Themes can nominate any that 
have any known or suspected 
issues related to the current 
transformation process.  

Action: Dataset Managers and 
Theme Leads who receive a 
request for source metadata in 
October, please respond to the 
email.  
Action:  We will share the test 
candidate list with the Theme 
Leads to request any additional 
datasets that might be unique 
enough to provide additional 
insights during the tests. 
 
All Theme Leads, Dataset 
Managers, and Metadata 
Managers can reach out to the 
NGDATeam@fgdc.gov with any 
recommendations for NGDA 
Datasets and related metadata 
that should be included in the 
upcoming metadata 
transformation process testing.  

NGDA Metadata 

Improvement 

Initiative –  

 

Review and 

Recommendations 

Against the NGDA 

Metadata Guidelines 

 

Dataset 
Managers and 
Theme Leads 

NGDA metadata records were 
reviewed against the NGDA 
Metadata Guidelines, and any 
issues identified were emailed to 
the Dataset Managers with 
recommendations for corrections. 
If you received an email in 
September from James Irvine, 
please update the NGDA 
metadata or reach back to the 
NGDA Team with any questions.  

Ongoing: Emails were sent to 
Dataset Managers and Theme 
Leads with some specific findings 
resulting from the Web Services 
and Metadata Project; DSM are 
reviewing metadata records for 
Titles, keywords, web services, 
data download and metadata 
formatting per the findings.  
 
Action: DSM and TL please 
respond to Jim Irvine’s email with 
status or any questions you may 
have.   
 
If you have any questions, please 
email the ngdateam@fgdc.gov for 
assistance. 

FY17 and FY18 

Theme 

Implementation 

Plans (TIP) 

Theme Leads Any Themes that have not yet 

submitted an FY17 or FY18 

Theme Implementation Plan, 

please contact the  

ngdateam@fgdc.gov for 

information and assistance. 

Past Due: TL please reach out to 
ngdateam@fgdc.gov with status 
update or request for assistance 
with any past due Theme 
Implementation Plans.   

Proposed NGDA 

Changes 

Dataset 
Managers and 
Theme Leads 

Dataset Managers and Theme 
Leads to review and approve 
proposed NGDA changes. 

In Progress: Once NGDA 
changes are finalized and 
reported to the NGDA Team, the 
recommendations will be 
forwarded through FGDC for final 
approval. 

 

Theme Reports Status – Lorna Schmid 

No changes to status since the last meeting but we will continue to follow up. We have one 

FY19 Theme Implementation Plan (TIP) done. If you have any reports that needs to be updated 

prior to FY19, please contact us and we’d be happy to provide support. We would like you to 

mailto:NGDATeam@fgdc.gov
mailto:ngdateam@fgdc.gov
mailto:ngdateam@fgdc.gov
mailto:ngdateam@fgdc.gov
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submit a summary of the work you focused on in FY19 for the FY19 TIP, which are due October 

31st. Please reach out to us if you need support: ngdateam@fgdc.gov. 

 

Federal Data Strategy Update – Lorna Schmid 

One Federal Data Strategy Action Plan FGDC action that I wanted to talk about is spatially 

enabling the federal data enterprise. That focuses on geospatially enabling data that is 

commonly non-geospatial like statistical data. Another action will meet a GDA requirement and 

include establishing an inventory of standards for the NGDAs, and development of policy 

guidance to assist agencies and ensuring a common understanding for when a standard is 

required. That work will be completed through an implementation team formed by the FGDC.  

Becci: Will the policy be for all datasets or just NGDA? 

Lorna: This is based on a write up from Ken Shaffer describing how there may be NGDAs that 

don’t need a standard, such as the Baileys Ecoregions which is an archival dataset. There will be 

a process and policy to inform on whether a standard is needed or not, to aid in reporting.  

There is also a project within GSA to establish an authoritative list of unique agency IDs, that 

can be used in metadata and used by government and non-government entities. FGDC’s 

recommendation to OMB was to endorse the work that GSA is doing on this.  

Lynda: Is there a rough timeframe for when groups will be formed?  

Lorna: No, we haven’t heard back from OMB yet. These focus on the Federal Data Strategy 

Action plan.  

Dan: There are a couple of ISO standards pertinent to geodetic control. They are in 

development but the adoption of the International Terrestrial Reference System (ITRS) is 

already in place. Are these the types of things that you will be looking for to codify those 

standards? There are a lot of efforts going on under the United Nations Committee of Experts 

on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) and the Americas Region that need 

to be tracked. 

Lorna: Yes, that’s correct. It won’t be done in a vacuum within Federal government. There will 

be a process to inventory those standards, and then determine when they need to be applied.  

 

A–16 Update – Lorna Schmid 

GDA Roadmap Update – Lorna Schmid 

We have discussed the GDA Roadmap previously and nothing has really changed. We are still 

waiting on OMB to release the updated A-16 guidance. The recommendations were provided 

by FGDC to OMB on July 12. They were drafted with input by multiple agencies and NGAC. We 

heard from OMB there will only be a federal review (no public comment). Once they release the 

mailto:ngdateam@fgdc.gov
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draft, we anticipate there will be a brief 2-week review period. Ken Shaffer is tracking the 

release, and he was informed it is imminent. OMB may be looking at the list of covered 

agencies as the FGDC team did expand the list in the FGDC recommended update. As soon as 

the document is released for review, FGDC will notify members. We will make sure that Theme 

Leads members list continues to be on the distribution that Ivan DeLoatch is using for 

communication. You can then reach out within your agencies to make sure you have time to 

provide your input. Once the updated Circular is finalized FGDC will then need to move quickly 

to establish the teams necessary to develop the implementation plan. We also wrote into the 

A-16 update recommendations that all the implementation guidance required by the GDA will 

be covered by FGDC technical guidance documents which can be updated as processes and 

technology changes. 

 

Understanding and Improving Metadata Publishing Workflows – Lorna Schmid 

Last year there was a significant amount of work done with the Metadata Working Group 

(MWG). We reviewed that work with this Community as well, including developing foundational 

documents around metadata. These are some updates: 

• Metadata Crosswalk – Lynda Wayne drafted the Crosswalk with input from multiple 

agencies. It went through review and feedback was incorporated so that should be ready 

soon.  

• ISO 19115-1 Profile – The Profile written by the GeoPlatform team was reviewed by the 

MWG, but there were significant comments, so it is not ready to move forward for 

finalization and adoption by FGDC. We put together an adjudication process to handle the 

comments. This effort will resume. 

• Metadata Publishing Workflow – We talked to a lot of people from the agencies, data.gov, 

and geoplatform.gov teams to understand the processes involved for metadata moving 

from the Dataset Manager’s (DSM) desktop through their agencies into data.gov and then 

into the GeoPlatform. As we’ve continued dialog around this, one of the things we realized 

that there are a lot of things happening as metadata is harvested and transformed. There 

have been changes in personnel and contract support at data.gov so to better understand 

what is happening, data.gov, GeoPlatform and the Portfolio team are working together to 

conduct testing using source metadata [as described below]. 

Understanding Metadata Publishing Workflows & Testing 

We have identified the various types of metadata formats being delivered by agencies. We 

have also identified what we think is a representative sampling for source metadata records for 

each of those formats (~20 metadata records total).  We will share the list with the Theme 

Leads and will appreciate any input on additional datasets that might be unique enough to 

provide additional insights during the tests. 
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In parallel we plan to reach out to DSM who manage those test candidate NGDA (and 

associated Theme Leads) and request a copy of their source metadata. We will work with the 

DSM to make sure that the records we use are compliant with the Metadata Guidelines and 

changes are incorporated into their source files.  We will then create a Web Accessible Folder 

(WAF) for harvesting and rename the records so we can track them as they move through the 

test process.  

One item we already know is an issue is the transformation of CSDGM to ISO 19139, which is a 

lossy transform. The GeoPlatform Technical Team is working on an XSLT code update for the 

transformation process that will prevent loss of that content.  

There is a third piece that will help us understand how DSM are generating and delivering 

Agency metadata records. We’ve developed a brief questionnaire that we plan to send to the 

test candidate DSMs to fill out the survey first and solicit feedback on the questionnaire before 

it goes out to the wider NGDA DSM group.   

We are working on communications now for making the request to DSM and TL for source 

metadata records.  

As the test is conducted, we will document the findings and this effort will support 

requirements of the GDA.  The agencies and the Themes will have to report on compliance with 

not only standards, but the availability of metadata through the GeoPlatform. If there are 

processes that are failing or issues with standards, we want to identify the issues and allow for 

consistent reporting to Congress. We are working on a establishing a tracking environment and 

anticipate using JIRA which is hosted by USGS. Agency contacts who need to access and 

comment on the various processes or issues being tracked, will be provided an account. This 

tracking will not be for the day-to-day info around operations of data.gov and the GeoPlatform, 

but will be at a high level for tracking the issues and status for consistent reporting.  

Lynda: You mentioned the issue for CSDGM-formatted data, but you are also testing the other 

workflows?  

Lorna: Yes, we have identified data.json, ISO 19115, and other formats being used by agencies 

and we want to test all of those. We want to support the versions and types of metadata that 

agencies are using to deliver their official metadata records. The FGDC Committee will address 

any future changes that need to happen. 

NGDA Inventory & POC Updates 

No changes except ongoing discussions around planned inventory changes.  

Action Item Review 

The GeoPlatform team is still requesting maps to feature on your Theme Pages. If you have any 

maps, please send an email to ngdateam@fgdc.gov and servicedesk.geoplatform.gov. We 

would love to see NGDA data displayed as maps on your Theme pages.  
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Becci: What types of maps are you looking for? 

Lorna: I will ask the GeoPlatform team again for specifications, and we’ll share that with the 

group.  

Lynda: Looking at our Address Theme Community page, it looks like we have to rebuild it?  

Lorna: Are you saying that content is not there that was before? We will look into that with the 

GeoPlatform team. If TL could look at their pages, we can address any issues that you see.  

[Note this was corrected.  Thanks for the heads up Lynda.] 

Emails were sent out in September to some DSM highlighting changes to metadata records 

based on findings from a review against the NGDA Metadata Guidelines. If you got one of those 

emails, please make those changes to improve availability of those NGDA records and data.    

One last item is we are in active dialog with the GeoPlatform management and technical teams, 

including the Managing Partner, Tod Dabolt, on the GeoPlatform’s delivery of authoritative 

Theme Data resources. We are working on developing a workflow and governance process to 

ensure that the NGDA Resource pages in the GeoPlatform only show the authoritative datasets, 

maps, services, and layers and ensuring content that is approved by the TL and DSM.  

Next Meeting 

Thursday, November 7th 1:00 – 2:30PM ET 
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